
 

 

 

 

  

Gardening for may 
 The glorious month of May has arrived although we are still in lockdown, the garden is in full swing! Here are the gardening jobs to 

keep you busy that you need to be doing in May… 

Prune forsythias and any flowering currants (Ribes Sanguineum) straight after flowering. Get on with pruning any other any other 

spring flowering bushes and trees, this must be done in spring because if you prune in the Autumn/Winter months you cut off the 

next years flowering buds. 

Tie back any new growth of climbers and wall shrubs. 

Make sure you water the plants as the weather becomes drier and be sure to protect any new shoots with horticultural fleece (this 

keeps them warm, cosy and safe from Jack Frost!)     

Clip and trim any Beech, Hornbeam, Box, Thuja and Leyland Cypress hedges towards the end of this month or early June. 

Cut Pivet and Lonicera Nitida every 6 weeks or so throughout the summer months. 

Make sure you support any perennials in your garden to help promote a healthy and strong stature. 

Now is the time to divide clumps of Polyanthus and Primroses after they have flowered. 

Get planting out dahlias and any tender exotic plants. 

It is time to start to plant and train your Sweet Peas. 

Plant up your tubs, hanging baskets, window boxes and troughs in the middle of this month at the earliest and be prepared to 

cover up with fleece or move indoors as it could get very cold and frosty at night still!  

Throughout the month be sure to water your garden and remember to deadhead and feed any spring flowering bulbs.  

Happy Gardening! 
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Star Plants for May 

Here are a few of our favourite plants that flower in May/June time to keep an 

eye out for whilst you are out and about on your daily exercise. This really is a 

magical time of year for watching things grow almost by the minute! 

Wisteria –   
This beautiful climber looks as though it has grown 

straight out of a fairy-tale, you will be able to see these 

climbing up the front of houses, over garden walls and 

archways all over the world even in the cities! The 

Wisteria can live a long life of up to 100 years with little 

or no pruning.  

 

Alliums- 
This long-stemmed beauty can be seen in borders 

and gardens all over the place! Alliums grow from 

bulbs and are a member of the onion family, some 

have been known to grow up to 1.5 metres high. 

 
 

 

Peony-  
Native to Asia but now seen all over the world these long-

lasting pretty flowers grow on what look like bushes. 

Although they normally flower in June, our warm Spring 

has brought some out early. So, keep your eyes peeled! 

 

Clematis-  
Another climber with many variations that flower all 

year round, but a lot of varieties can be spotted now. 

Creeping over garden gates or even up telegraph poles. 

My favourite one locally is the Clematis growing over 

Rattle Ghyll in Ambleside. 

 


